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the same to Fort St. George, that they may know it is our pleasure they should
have a constant attention for sending you such supplys from time to time as
are necessary for the service of the Company.
32.    As we cannot by this conveyance give you any particular directions
with respect to the investment, the list sent last season must for the present
be your guide, and you are in general to comply therewith as nearly as you
can, agreeable to your situation and circumstances; you are likewise if possible
to continue the method, which has been found so advantageous to the Com-
pany, of providing the investment at the aurungs by gomastahs, under the
direction of a committee of warehouses.
33.    With respect to saltpetre you are to provide in the best manner, and
on the most reasonable terms you can, a sufficient quantity for the several
ships to be sent home, not only from your Presidency but likewise from Fort
St. George and Bombay, to which places we must depend upon your care for
forwarding the* necessary proportions, as the demand for saltpetre is very great
and the Company are by then* charter obliged and do now actually deliver to
the Government five hundred tons a year; all our ships are to have as much
laden on them as they can conveniently bring, without interfering with more
valuable investments; for this purpose we would have you, if possible, provide
to the amount of two thousand tons in the whole, agreeable to our directions
last season as well as the preceding ones.
34.    The French armament mentioned in the introduction to this letter
would have given us more pain had we not hopes that Commodore Steevens
would get to India before it could be made use of greatly to our prejudice, to
which adding the probable circumstance of a want of provisions and other
supplys it will meet with on arriving at the French Islands by the late blow in
Bengal, we say we have great hopes the enemy's designs have been baffled.
35.    It is impossible to give you any precise directions for your conduct
with respect to the Nabob, as the manner of acting must vary according to
circumstances.   We must therefore depend upon your prudence and care to
act for the best in the various events as they occur, having a particular regard
however to the recommendations hi our last letter to pursue as much  as
possible pacifick measures with him, and to endeavour to convince him that it
is his as well as the Company's interest to be always on good terms.
36.    The   security   of  your   Presidency   will  greatly   depend  upon   the
assistance of the Company's other Presidencies,   Therefore the mutual har-
mony we have so often recommended must be carefully cultivated as the
best means to protect  and  defend   the  Company's possessions, trade  and
privilege; the good effects of their endeavours for the re-establishment of our
settlements in Bengal are very apparent, and we have reason to expect they
will continue their attention and care.
37.    We are under great obligations to Admiral Watson and in our letter
of the 3d of August we directed you to signify the same to him (if in Bengal)
in the genteelest manner, and as Colonel Clive has had a great share in the
several transactions in Bengal, which have been so greatly to the Company's
advantage, you are to inform him that we have a thorough sense of his good
services.
38.   Though   contrary  winds  and   other  incidents  prevented